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countries like Bgypt and Kenya have so radically structured
thelr tourism heritage to lure foreigrers to spend their
forgign currencies in their countries. The rasult ls that ove
60 percent of the Gross Domestic Product (GDE) of these East
African countries is from tourism.

Government organization of tourism in Nigerla started in
the early 1970s. This was in realization of the role of
tourism in foreign exchange earnings. Over the vears of

xistences we have witnessad a crippling developmunt of the
tourism industry in Nigeria. Several organizations have also

tried to revive tourism in Nigeria. OfF great repute 1s the

\_Q

Nigerian Tourism Development Corporation. They claimed their
attempt at reviving the crippling sector was stalled by the
supervising Minist}y of Commerce and Tourism (Vanguard, Oct. 7,
1994). Armed, therefore, with basic facts thabt tourism if well
nourishned could improve a coumtry'ﬁ foreign exchange earnings,
this paper probes into how the country's tourism sector could &

devaloped. ,

2o TOURISM AND NIGERIA'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The Nigerian Tourist Association was replaced by the -
Nigerian Tourist Board with the promulgation of Decree No.54
of 1976. This same decree wlso set up Tourism commnittees for
the States. The functions of the Nigerian Tourist Board
included the following (Gilant Studles, 1993).

i) Encourage people living in Nigeria to take thelr hol;days



therein and people abroad to vizit Nigerla.

ii) Bocourage provision and improvemnsnt of tourists amentiies
~and facilities in Nigeria intluding development of hotels
and ancilliary facilities.

iii) itrivate advisory and information services, and prunote
And undertake research in tourism.

iv) Gfadelor classify hotels and render financlal assistance
to states in field of tourism,

v) Assist in development of museuns, parks, games reserves
and holicday resorts.,

vli) Undertake activities which are necessary for tha develop-
ment of museumns, parks, game reserves and holiday resocts.
In line with these basic functions, the Board was structured

in directorates.

(a) Physical Directorate — their duties included beautification
of sites, development of museums, parks, holiday resorts,
game reserves, etc.

(b) Marketing and Promotion Directorate -~ thelr duties included
publicity through media, fairs, etc.

(¢c) Research and Planning Directorate - their duties included
research into viability of projects to be embarkad upon by
the Board.

With these functions and directorate éctivities, ths Board

commenced a radical improvement of the country's tourists

attraction. Zoos were developed in most state capitals. Of the



most prominent, iocludsd ths Calavar and Thadan zoos. The

prominence of thesse “00s was seen in bhelr dailly attendanks ...

Museums were bullt or reconstructed where they were destroyed
@& the raving <¢lvil widr. The %War museun at Unuahia, artifacts
nmugsaum at Oron and Aba were also very proninent. Also, during
this early.period, th@rgama reserves and other tourists

ranch, Yankari gam&é reserve and the sprawling Jos Flateau were
developeds The yearly Arqgungu festival in Sokoto was
rejuvenated by government. Asilde these few exanples, several
others were developed all ovar the countrye.

In the late 19705 and early 1980s, petroleun 0il, a very
important fﬁreign exchange earner was discovered. The oil boom
era saw the almost tot%l diversion of attention from all other
sources of foreign exchange earning in Nigeria to petroleum oil.
This period witnessed the demise of the tourism institution as
it was virtually abandoned. The rich cultural and tourism
heritage developed in the country, which was advertised more
strongly at '"Festac 1977' was almost forgotten. The Calabar zoo’
was gradually disintegrating, sc also was the Obudu cattle ranch-
and a ldt others.

Table 1 shows the number of foreign nationals who arrived
Nigeria by type of Employers between 1983 and 1986. Given the

paper's definition of tourism, it could be inferred from the

table that tourists Includes those immigrants not in labour



force. From the 168,738 foreign tourists that arcive Nigeria

in 1982, %FThers was an increase to 215,108 foreign tourists in

1983, Thers was a total drop in the nunber of foreiaon tourlists

to Nigeria in 1984 to 74,686 and 65,187 in 1985, This could be

explained by the incessant change of governments through coups

in 1963 and 1984, and government neglect of tourism for oll as

a foreign exchange earner.

TABLE 1

FORETGN NATIONAL ARRIVALS AND TY#i OF EMELOYERS
1983 ~ 1986

TIPE OF ARRIVALS

EMPLOYER 1982 11983 1984 1985 1

Total Occupations 386,516 388,908 293,900 338,679 2
Fed. Government 13,306 16,687 24,267 27

State Government 24,557 26,287 235155 21,682
Private Sector 100,123 95,021 | 135,410 | 165,376
Uther Employed 79,742 35,807 36,382 59, 188

Not in labour
force 168, 788 215,106 74,6&6 88,187 12

SOURCE: Social Statistics in Nigeria (1988), Federal Office
of Statistics Nigeria.

The invincibility of petroleum oil as a forelgn exchange

ecarner started waning in the late 1980s. The inability of varlious

governments ta cope with the dwindling forelgn exchange earning
capability rendered most of them wanting. Several methods were
squaSted by various governments ranging from the austecity
measures to the Structural Adjustment Frogramme. It was in

realization of the fact that petroleum o0il alone could not bail
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the counbtry out of its economic problemas that governmenbk pn

.

tne late 1%60s considered recapturing tne lost glery of touri.

and the need to revive the industry. Even with the revival it

is argued that tourism in Nigeria is still wobbling and lackis

behind the likes of North and Eastern Afcican countries.

1)

ii)

iiil

An inference into our earlier definition of tourism show
the accrual of toreign exchange to ths country where
foreigners are visitina. This accrual of foreign exchange
is therefore a very important contribution of tourism to
the countries. Also the increase in foreign demand of our
currency (which is from the foreigners visiting the countr
will go a long way in appreclating our currency in thé
foreign exchaﬁge market.

Tourists who are visiting a country may discover some
potentials they could invest on. Such discoveries could
ginger their eagerness to invest in that country. The
Nigerian government recognized this fact and built into its
tourism policy, incentives for investors. Such incentives
include:

(a) adequate land space;

(b) guaranteed loan schemej;

(c) provision of infrastructure;
(d) tax free period; and

(e) repatriation.

Another important contribution of tourism is the creation



of new markets outside Nigerias For Nigerian goods, services

¥

i

and valuss. Tourists who are of great demand for Nicerian
goods may open up a marketing charnnel for such product
between Nigeria and their country. This will definitely
increase the market choice of the country in terms of
eprrtmtion of products,

iv) Also, with the concentration on tourism, the gereat dependence
on petroleum oil as the main or major foreign exchange
earner will be drastically reduced, as tourism will also
attract foreign exchange. Apart from marketing pleasure
to get foureign exchange, the country can also market its art,

culture and values for forelgn exchangea.

4, NECe:SARY CONDITIONS MOR A FLOURISHING TOURIST BUSINESS

‘
et A s [ ]

For & good tourist business in Nigeria, lessons from
successful countries like Kenya, Tanzania, Egypt, show that
several conditions must be observed., This part of the paper

analysis such conditions and how they impact tourism in Nigeria.

i) Political Stability -~ For a country to attract tourists, no
matter the density of tourists attractions, there should be
political stability. An unstable political scenario, coupled
with frequent policy changes, riots, strikes, civil
disturbances among others hampers the development of tourism.
Recall that a tourist is one who 1s sojourning in want of
relaxation and freedom; if such is unattained, the ldea of

tourism is defeated,
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ii) Punctioning Facilitiles ~ To develoo boviclsm, thepre iz
need for the basic nesds of livelihood whick includes watzr,
light, food etc. Tourists centres should of gr=aat necessity
have all these. important fecilities in functioning order.
This is necessary because nost tourists comna frowm countries
where these basic facilities acre constantly provided,.
Tourists centres, should endeavour to provide constant and
clean water, uninterrupted electricity supply, asscrtad food

b meet tourists demands, and other necessities.

4

> of great lmportance that good and wodera
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1il) Shelter ~ It i

3

L

oy

hotels should Le clbtsed at tourists sites. Such hotels should
ta

i
be developad to meet international standards and reputation,

iv) Attitude of the People - One of those important conditions
for the development of tourism includes the attitude of the
people living in the tourist areas. Tourists desire
relaxation and free atmosphere. The attitude and behaviour
of the inhabitants of these areas towacds these tourists will
strongly determine the increase or decreass in volume of
tourists to such areas. Inhabitants of such areas should
exhibit brotherly and friendly tendencies towgrds strangers,
as most tourists will be strange to them. This will give the

tourist a warm and hoiely environment to adventure.

v) Designated Tourist Sites - Goverrment should establish or buylld
tourists sites in the country. After a thorough feasipility
analysis of areas that could serve as tourists centres, those
that pass the test should be developed by government for
such purposes. This will help government to concentrate in

“the infrastructural development of few centres which it can,
than the unnecessary over=bloating of tourists site which

are not viable.



5 DEMERITS CF TOURTIIM

......

Altnough tourism has been considersd in this paper to ke
another source the country could explore £n furtherance of its
;d@velopmwntil aspirations, there are certain disadvantages
inhz2rent in tourism itself. Such demerits are what this part of
the paper will consider.

i) Imposition of Foreign Culture - In most developed tourists
centers or towns in Africa, thsre is always a tendency for
the people thers to imbibe the culture of the tourists (cue).
Most western tourists come into Afrlca to propagate their
culture. Example of such dissemination could be seen in the
colonial Africa. Early colonial lords who came ints Africa
first as tourists brought their culture through language,
trade, ethics, religion, among others. The impositlion of
their culture on the colonies forced the colonies to abandon
most of thelr cultural values and heritage, which is telling

on most countries of Africa todaye.

ii) Another negative effect of increased tourists activities is
prostitution. As the volume of tourists and business in the
tourists center deepens, there will be incresase also in the
volume of prostitution. Prostitution, apart from constituting
moral decadence and against our traditional cultural values
and ethics could breed devastating trauma on the people
through diseases. The high correlation between prostitution,
tourism and prostitution-related diseases, such as AIDS5 could
be easily seen in high density tourists countries likes the

ones 1n Bast Africa, and America and Europe.

iii) Undue Inflation - As volume of tourists keep increasing, the



on supply. This sltuation will unduly bring about price

increasgses 1In these tourists centers thus creating inflation.

iv) There is also the fact that in such areas since deimand Fogs
fun is high and prostitution state is high, thers is a
tendency for thszs sugply of womern wha may want to be marcied
to be low. The competition th@refﬁfe for the scarce
marriageable women may cause the dowry price in such areas

to be unduly high.

6. BUMMARY/CONCLLSION

The paper ha& elucidated the ilmportarce of tuurism as a
foreign ekchgnqe earner. That the various governments of Nigeria
haQe made commending policiles concerning tourism. Most governments
of Nigeria clalm tourism sector to be s preferred sector, thus
the need for proper funding and development. It has however been
discovered that tourism in Nigeria is poorly funded by govarnment.
The prove 1s the dearth of the various tourists attractions in
the country. The paper has taken time to show such factors
necessary for a flourishing toukrism business in Nigeria. It has
also shown the demerits of tourism. The question then 1s, how
do we recognize tourism in Nigeria for the envisaged revival?

The paper sugqgests thuss:
1) disassociate tourism from undue government bureaucracy,
where we have state, federal and local government agenciss

struggling for rights and claims;

[
s
o

government should develop those social overhead capitals as

electricity, roads, water, telecommunication, etc. needed a
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tourist reglons or areas. This could evan SHCIULE g é
private Ilnvestors into the business:
iid & national nhody oversesing and controlling tourisa in the
country (frowm federal to local level) should be antanlished
by governmant with proper governient funding for a take-off; &
iv) the national body should maintsin toucism in the country
aﬁd also maintain facilities provided by goverumaent wikthout

undue reference to covernment For maintenance.
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